BILL LEVETT


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Photo Fiona Scott-Maxwell"Bill is an Australian event rider and BE Accredited Trainer, who has had top ten placings at four star level.

He’s a great teacher – very much of the encouraging stamp, not the shouting type! Bill has a great eye for how minor adjustments can bring huge improvements in the way your horse performs.  He holds flatwork, show jumping and cross country clinics.

Bill  trains on the flat with Eric Thielguaard and has done for 10 years.  Eric is Carl Hester’s trainer.

In terms of what Bill trains pupils, it depends on the individual and where they are at, but he teaches at all levels from beginners, working on basic connection, straightness, quality of pace, rider position, rider aids etc. all the way through to pupils working at advanced BE level – teaching half pass, flying changes etc.

In terms of jumping, much the same: all levels covered, working again at a less experienced level on the quality of canter and rhythm to make sure they get to the fence with the right pace and balance, through to advanced riders where he is working on rider technique, refinements as to the best way to present an individual horse to a fence to get the best jump out of it.  He uses exercises for jumping as well as getting people to jump courses.  

Traditionally Bill gives as many flat lessons as he does jump lessons  - both are a strength for him. 

Just one of the quotes we received from the most recent clinics is below:

Just thought I would drop you a quick line to let you know how we got on on Saturday.  It was brill!!!  Norman behaved himself and during the flatwork session we worked on inside bend and softness. Bill showed us how we could achieve this without Norman and I falling out! Norman went the best he has ever gone, he was light in the hand and began to really step under. Quite a turnaround from the horse who took great pleasure in sitting me on the floor. 

The jumping clinic was great as well. I was worried that perhaps we would be out of our league, but Bill was very supportive and worked on my fiddling in front of a fence. The softer I became the better jump we got from Norman. My confidence grew and perhaps after several more clinics with Bill, we may even feel brave enough to try our first intro. 

I would whole heartedly recommend Bill's clinics to any standard of rider. With his experience he can suggest new ways to resolve problems.  Please you could book me in for his next clinic.
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Quotes from Eventing Worldwide first clinic

"Bill was very approachable and flexible in his training methods to suit the range of horses and riders in the group. I was very impressed that he offered alternative techniques for jumping courses according to the nature of each horse, and focused on rhythm and balance into each fence rather than seeing a stride which we all miss sometimes! I urge anyone looking for some help and inspiration for this coming season to book a place on one of his clinics, you won't be disappointed."

"Bill gave me so much confidence in my jumping that I would have a lesson with anyday. The biggest thing was he let me find my own pace to work with.  He was brilliant”.
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"On the flat I struggle to hold my horse together as he is quite big and I know my core strength isn't what it could be. Bill gave me a strategy for diffusing him and making him work without it turning into a fight that I am bound to lose. He also made me realise I need to start asking for a lot more in terms of getting him to sit on his hocks and carry himself."

"It was interesting to feel how much more forwards I need to ride, especially straight after the fence, than I think I do - it felt very fast to me but when I watched the video back, the bits where I felt right and Bill was yelling 'more forwards' looked like they lacked power, whereas the bits where I felt fast and Bill said 'perfect', looked just right. It made me realise that when I think I have it right, I need to add 20%!"

"Thank you! Bill was a fantastic teacher - I will definitely be back." 
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