
SOUTH CHESHIRE RIDING CLUB

INFORMATION and RULES FOR CLUB MEMBERS

1. SOUTH CHESHIRE RIDING CLUb
Is affiliated to the British Horse Society and is thereby obliged to abide by the rules and regulations as issued by the Riding Clubs Headquarters at Stoneleigh.

2. CLUB HISTORY
The Club was founded in 1976 and the following people formed a committee: Bill Cornford, Philip Halton, Bruce Johnston, Moira Johnston, Beryl Letts, Derek Lewis and Ian Osborne.

3. AREA 20
By virtue of the above affiliation the club is affiliated to the Riding Clubs Area 20.   This covers a wide area from Caernarfon shire in West Wales, along the North Wales coast into South Cheshire, as far East as Burton on Trent in Staffordshire and South into Shropshire and Wolverhampton area.  The other affiliated clubs current in the area are to be found on the internet. Our immediate neighbours are East Cheshire Combined Training Group, Nantwich, Maelor, Delamere, Flint and Denbigh and East Clwyd.

4.
TEAM COMPETITIONS
The Riding Clubs Area 20 hold qualifying competitions annually for teams, and in some cases Individuals, to go to the National Championships in the following disciplines:

Dressage (Preliminary to Medium standard), Riding Test; Show Jumping - novice, intermediate and open out doors and novice indoor show jumping; Horse Trials, Novice Horse Trials, Hunter Trials.  In addition there are other competitions, such as Teams of Three (Held at the Horse of The Year Show, Hickstead).  Rural Riders (Six riders doing a dressage test simultaneously in an arena).  There are also classes for Veteran Horses and Long Distance Horses at the National Championships at Lincoln and a Quadrille at the Olympia Christmas Show in London.  If you would like further information, please contact the chairman.

Over the years South Cheshire Club has qualified on several occasions in every discipline, i.e. show jumping, equitation jumping, dressage, riding test, horse trials and hunter trials.  Our best placing at the Championships to date has been our 1997 Horse Trials team with 2nd with a winning individual at Everdon, 2nd in the Novice Indoor Show jumping Championships in 1998 at Stoneleigh plus 2nd in the Novice Dressage team championships at Lincoln 2005.

Also in 1991 a team of four riders from the club qualified a quadrille team for the Olympia Show where they came third.

If riding in a team, or as an individual representing the South Cheshire Riding Club, you may not ride in any teams for any other club in the same calendar year.

5.
RULE BOOKS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Copies of Official Riding Club publications are available to order on application to the club secretary.

6.
CLUB SWEATSHIRS AND POLO SHIRTS

The Club has navy blue jackets, base-ball caps and polo shirts with the Club’s own logo on the chest.  Application to Amanda Young Tel: 01782 772001. Sweat shirts are coming soon 

7.  
CLUB PROGRAMME AND NEWSLETTER – BOOKING COURSES/MAKING ENTRIES
A programme is issued three times a year – September,  January and April. This is also available on our web site www.southcheshirerc.co.uk Please make applications and entries on reply slips, which are provided by the club with the programme. When completed, send application, together with a separate cheque for each instructional course of competition made payable to “South Cheshire Riding Club” please, to the organiser named in the programme. Payment must be received before the date of the event or by the closing date as specified in the program.

As from September 07 the program will be automatically available on the web site and those individuals requiring a version by post must apply to the secretary.

8.
CANCELLATION OF INSTRUCTION/COMPLETION ENTRY BY MEMBERS

If, having made a booking to go on an instructional course or enter a club competition you find you are unable to attend, PLEASE let the organiser know immediately so that your space can be filled if there is a waiting list.  Every effort is made to fill any gaps, but do not expect organisers to fill your place at the last minute.  No refunds can be made if 4 CLEAR DAYS have not elapsed before a competition or instructional course is due to commence.

9.
POINTS SYSTEM

The club runs a points system for the various competitions held through the year, towards trophies, which are awarded at the Annual General Meeting.  For the dressage trophies points will be awarded to two thirds of the best placings in tests achieved by a member throughout the year, rather than gaining points for every test entered which ends up as an attendance award system! Points for show jumping will be awarded 6 points to 1st place 5 points to 2nd place and so on, regardless of whether the competitor is a member of the SCRC, however, only members will be eligable for the end of season points awards.

10.
DUTY ROTA

It is a condition of membership that all members have to help at club arranging a swap with another club member.  competitions etc. or provide another person to help on their behalf.  This can be by either substituting a friend/relative or The “Rota” is monitored by a committee co-ordinator and you may be asked for help more than once in a calendar year as every club in Area 20 has to send helpers to all the Area qualifiers, over and above the normal club duties.  This works very well and your co-operation is always greatly appreciated.

Failure to do your duty without a very good reason will recult in a 28 day ban from riding club activites.  This needs amending, to possibly following the 2007 AGM we are adopting a policy of first failure to do a duty results in a letter and the second a " name and shame " on the web site.

11.
HEALTH AND SAFETY

The club has a Health and Safety policy and we ask members to do everything possible to ensure that they behave in a responsible manner and show consideration to other club members, members of the public, and hosts.  Please note the following points:

a) Dogs must be kept on leads at all times
b) When working in a confined space, riders must pass left hand to left hand
c) When you have completed your dressage test or show jumping round, please leave the collecting area.  Do not stand around in the entrance to arenas, blocking access and exit areas.
d) Park your vehicles with consideration and do not muck out horseboxes and trailers on car parks or fields.
12.
FIRST AID

A first Aid Box is available at Club functions and also a First Aid Box for horses.  If you require any items from these kits, please contact the organiser on the day.

13.
ELIGIBILITY FOR CLUB DRESSAGE CLASSES

The committee have discussed the way that the current point system works for dressage and have made some changes to allow the system to be biased more to 
merit. The points system will now work in the following manner: 


If there are 6 or more in the class, 1st place will be awarded 6 points, 2nd place 5 points and so on... 6th place will receive 1 point.


However if there are only 4 in the class, the winner will receive 4 points, 3 in the class and the winner will receive 3 points with 2nd place 2 points and 3rd place 1 
point etc...


In theory this will allow for our restricted riders not to be moved out of the restricted class by default. 


Riders who are not eligible to compete at restricted level may take part in a restricted class H/C


Also, riders who have been moved to the Open Prelim class, may convert back to restricted if, at the end of the year, having competed in no less than 3 dresssage 
competitions with SCRC, they have not gained any points. 

RESTRICTED PRELIMINARY:Members who are eligible at the start of winter season in September, may continue to compete in the restricted section until the end of August or the following year, even if they are placed in the club restricted classes.

PRELIMINARY:
Horses must not have won any BD dressage points

NOVICE:

Horses must not have won more than 74 BD dressage points

ELEMENTARY:

Horses must not have won more than 149 BD dressage points

14.
SHOW JUMPING

The organisers reserve the right to restrict any one horse and rider to entering only two show jumping classes, i.e. novice and intermediate or intermediate and open on the same day, particularly at indoor shows when time is limited.  Anyone experiencing difficulty with a horse may ask the organiser if they can have a school at the end of a class or the end of the competition, but only if there is sufficient time. Horses must be a minimum of 4 years of age before they  can take part in any club jumping.
15.
COMPETING NON-COMPETITIVELY

There are occasions when members may take part non-competitively in a competition for which they or their horse are not eligible, at the discretion of the committee or organiser.  However, if a member rides in a show jumping class at a lower level than that for which they are eligible, then they may not enter any subsequent show jumping class competitively that day over the same course.

16.
RULES

If you are unsure about the rules for any competition, i.e. tack, clothing, etc. please contact the club secretary or chairperson who will be able to clarify any queries.  Anyone taking part in teams representing the club must make themselves familiar with the specific British Riding Club rules for each discipline.  Rule Books are available as mentioned earlier.

17.
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND CORRECT DRESS

HARD HATS: Everyone mounted, whether a competitor or not, must wear protective headgear to PAS 015 or EN1384.  With the exception of cross-country competitions, a dark coloured peaked cover must be worn.

BACK PROTECTORS: These are compulsory for all cross country training and competitions are recommended for show jumping training at the club.  The Riding Clubs Office does not recommend Level 7 (Red Label), but Classes 1, 2 & 3 are approved.

At all club events, riders must wear the correct riding clothes and boots whilst competing at instruction sessions or exercising.  For training, riders may wear smart casual tops but we expect riders to be tidy at all times and wear breeches/jodhpurs (chaps are acceptable but only when worn with jodphur boots).

18.   NON-MEMBERS

Non-members (with their own insurance or membership of another riding club) may attend one training session annually at the organiser’s discretion but priority must always be given to members up to the closing date of the event. Non-members will be charged a £2.00 premium and must be over 18years of age.

19.   SUBSCRIPTIONS

You must pay your subscription before attending any event.

20.   COMMITTEE

Committee members must not be an elected committee member of any other riding club.

21.   FACILITES/VENUES

Unattended horses must not be tied up outside their lorries or trailers.

Litter must be taken home.

Any damage must be reported to the organiser on the day or the Chairman.

