NEWSLETTER Dec 2005 
From the Chairman, Gill Ratcliffe 

Dear All

Hello everyone I’d like to introduce myself, for those of you who don’t know me. My name is Gill Ratcliffe, I am a farmer’s wife from Sound which is just South of Nantwich. I have 5 children who have now mainly left home and we are just getting to the right side of them being self supporting! I own 2 horses, the big chap ( ID/TB) Crusoe and the little Portugese fellow Quartieo.

I am delighted to be your new chairman and with lots of help from my marvellous committee hope we can continue to take the club forward. I’d like to say a huge thank you to Barbara Wilson, Di Cooper, Penny Williams and Sarah Probin who have now stood down after many years of excellent service. I ’d also like to welcome onto the committee Shirley Cadwallader, Ann-Mary Ware, Christine Guildford and Amanda Young. Between them they have lots to offer and good new ideas. As a club we have always been known for being welcoming and supportive to our members and I am very keen to continue this.

We have had incredible success at both area and championship level with our teams. It’s great to have a wedge of brave competitive people and we are always happy to offer team places to people ready for this challenge. Shirley Cadwallader has joined the committee and she and Heather Gaukroger are working hard in the “ teams “ area. However the bulk of the club just want to enjoy their horses at club level and we are most interested to know what training and social activities are required. Please take the time to fill in the enclosed questionnaire- you could win a year’s free membership!! 

For many years Moira has most efficiently run our annual camp, held at Somerford Park Farm. This year we struggled for numbers so please have a think- do you want camp to continue? If we lose our slot it would be very hard if not impossible to regain it. However we understand that there is a lot of competition from the horse camps.

Now to report on club successes, we sent a novice dressage team-Jenny Plant, Carol Chapman, Rebecca Hargreaves and Elizabeth Harrison to the Championships at Lincoln where they came 2nd which was brilliant. Jo Glover also travelled down to compete as an individual though she was unplaced. Very well done to all who competed in dreadful rain.

We also had a good day at the area hunter trials held at Smallwood. Our novice team Kate Lucas, Barbara Wilson, Chris Howle and Caroline Jones all went clear and they finished team 8th with Caroline individually 4th. We had two individuals Jenny and James Plant who tackled the challenging open course, both of them went clear with Jenny individually 4th which was superb.

Looking forward we have tried to present our spring program with plenty of interest for everyone. We are in the process of setting up a web site and hope it will be up and running in early 2006. If you have a problem with any photographs of you or your horse appearing on this website please let Ann-Mary Ware know on 01782 512408. We feel that a web site would make current information easily available, for example places in training, and times for both training and dressage could be picked up at peoples leisure. We also hope to have a notice board so items for sale could be advertised. 

To conclude—well done if you’ve got this far, our committee meetings are held on the 1st Tues each month and please feel free to advise me or anyone on committee of any queries you have or matters you’d like to draw our attention to. We would rather know---good or bad than have grumbles brewing!

Happy Christmas and happy riding,

